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gt AMaF 1 and (as 1 
have been told) have a ſhare 
in the Legiſlature. If ſo, 
permit me to addreſs you as 
my Repreſentative in Parlia- 
ment; and I promiſe you 
my Addreſs ( though of no ſmall Moment ) 
ſhall take up as little as poſſible of your 
go "RIP 

The Subject I would ſpeak of is Reli- 
gion; which, as it has the Honour of a 
publick Sanction, muſt be ſuppoſed a Mat- 
ter within your Province, and worthy your 
Regards. Permit me then to recommend 
it to a ſerious Reflection or two at this 
Time, left hereafter be too late. 
A 2 Tis 
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Cauſe of Chriſt, as to give its Advocates 


(in writing to a Britiſh Senator) to put 


47 4 : e 8 

* plain and indiſputable, that Chri- 3 
Rianity i in this Kingdom is very much de- 
clining. Whether it be through the Neg- 
le& or Ignorance of the Clergy, The: 11 
the Inſufficiency of thoſe Grounds and Ar- ane 
guments by which the Goſpel is ſupported, Ef 
through any new Lights or Diſcoveries pre 
made by the Men of the preſent Genera- 
tion; or whether it proceeds (as ſeems 


moſt likely) from the Vanity and Idlenels » 
of Youth, as well as the general Corrup- * tt 
tion of Manners (which always raiſes Diſ- ye 
guſt and Envy againft that which is good) (e 


I ſhall not now determine: But this I be- 
lieve you will permit me to affirm; that 
very few have ſo much Reſpect to tge 


* 3 * 


a fair Hearing. Tis too well known, that 


the beſt Anſwers to, and Confutations of 


Infidelity are condemn'd wy nul that vaſt 
Numbers are daily falling from that Faith 
into which they were baptized ; and that 
ſo plentiful and proſperous are its Enemies 
and Blaſphemers, as to give great Appre- 
henſions of a total Defection. 

It ſeems therefore to be highly ſeaſonable 
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theſe Queſtions. | 


Firſt, Is it for the Good of the Publick 
to cftabliſh the Exerciſe of any Religion 
at all? 


Secondly, 


1 


_ Secondly, Has the Chriſtian Religion any 
juſt Reaſon or Pretence to be ſo Eſtabliſh'd ? 


; Thirdly, Is it conſiſtent with the Honour 
Ar- and Well-being of this Nation, (after ſuch 


ed, | Fſtabliſhment) that it be run down, re- 
es proach'd, and vilityd? 
E . : 


I ſhould be tedious to you, ſhould I enter 
on a long Deciſion of theſe Queſtions : I ſhall 
therefore leaye them after a ſhort Appeal to 
your own Judgment, Experience, and Con- 


5) *'$ ſcience. | 
e = _ 
at As to the Firſt of theſe, you need only 
he conſider the Conduct of the Wiſeſt States 
es and Governments : Recollect, I pray you, 
at what Advantages they have eyer made of 
of Divine Inſtitutions for the Preſervation of 
| Peace, andSubmiſhon to their Laws, as well 
5 _ © as for the Encouragement of Publick Spirit, 
it Juſtice, and Magnanimity; and call to mind 
SS the conſtant Decay of civil Virtue in all 
- Countries and Times upon the Deceaſe of 
| Devotion to the Immortal Gods. Permit 
2 me to aver, that a Faith in Omnipotence 
t , | was the Fountain and Support as of the 


Jewiſh, ſo of the Perſian, Grecian, Roman, 
 Mahometan, and even of much later Natio- 
? nal Glory: And never was it known in one 
1 ſingle Inſtance, but Decay of Religion (what- 

4 ever was the Form) was cloſely purſu'd by 
3 Diſſolu- 


(6) 
Diſſolution of Government; but Impiety to 
God was inſeparably attended by Injuſtice 
to Man; but a Disbelief of Proyidence, and 


Contempt of Divine Judgments, were the 


_ never-failing Parents of Lewdneſs, Intem- 


perance, Luxury, Neceſſity, Uſury, Cor- 


ruption, Cowardice, and at laſt Slavery. 


As to the Second Queſtion, May the Chri- 
ſtian Religion ſtand or fall by its own Merits: 
Let it be ( fince ſuch Challenges are made) 
once more fairly brought to its Tryal: Let 
it be impartially examined, whether this Re- 


ligion came down from God, and whether it 


be profitable to Man? I wiſh I could hear 
it freely debated in a full Houſe; Whether 
there is any ſuch Thing as Truth? Whether 
that has a Right to be accounted for Truth, 
which is related to us by Credible Witneſſes 2 
Whether the firſt Preachers and Publiſhers of 
the Goſpel had the proper Marks of Credibi- 
lity; and, Whether they were the Authors 
of thoſe Books in the New Teſtament which 
bear their Names? 7 

Give no Quarter: But let it be rigidly 
difcufs'd, Whether fach Perſons, as the 


4 poſtles of Chriſt, (and in their Circum- 


ſtances) could be poſſibly guilty of Forgery 
or Impoſture? Whether whole Societies of 
diſintereſted, perſecuted Chriſtians, could be 
deceived or miſtaken in the Authors of thoſe 
Hiſtories, and thoſe Epiſtles they had fo 
Bm lately 
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7 | 
lately received, and on which they ſet (for 
the Sake of thoſe ve Authors) ſuch an 
ineſtimable Value, — Whether thoſe Books 
ſo highly eſteem'd, ſo univerſally handled, 
ſo publickly read, ſo often tranſcribed, 
quoted, and expounded, ſo jealouſly guard- 
ed by contending Parties, could he ever ſince 
materially altered or corrupted ? Let it be 


4 enquired alſo, Whether the Principles of Re- 


ligion found in theſe Books be the ſame 
which are eſtabliſh'd in theſe Nations, as 
well as whether they are really worthy of 
ſuch Eſtabliſnment? Whether the Juflice, 
the Unity, the Peace, the civil Obedience, 
the Temperance, Induſtry, Fidelity, and 
Benevolence, there recommended and en- 
joined, be of any Uſe in a Commonwealth? 
Tram hence let us deſcend to the Third 


— Queſtion, 


Whether it be for the Honour or Intereſt. 
of this Nation, or the Governors thereof, 
That ſuch a Religion, when Eftabliſh'd, 
ſhould be prophan'd, vilify'd, and ſet at 
nought ? _ 4th 

This, I think, will be ſoon decided: 
For, is it for the Honour of any Society to 
be diſhonour'd, to be contemn'd and ridi- 


_ cul'd? Is it for the Reputation of a whole 


Kingdom or its Legiſlature, that its moſt 


ſolemn Inſtitutions ſhould be ſcandalouſly 


traduced and expoſed to Scorn? Would a 
3 Wile 
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Wiſe Senate ſuffer ſuch Deſpight and Indig- 


nity to their Authority; tho' but in an 
Exciſe or Game- AF ? Would ſuch Inſolence 
go down with a Senate of Athens, Rome 
or Venice? It has been worthily boaſted, 
that a Britiſh King and Parliament is the 


moſt Auguſt and Venerable Aſſembly in 
the World! Yet what Affronts and In- 


dignities does this Aſſembly ſuffer; and 


from their own Subjects? As often as 


they make or repeat any Law, with re- 
ſpect to Religion, (which is their moſt 
important Concern,) yea, as oft as they 
do but meet together for the ſolemn Exer- 
ciſe of it: Here is a Gang of Buffoons 
who ſtand in the Corners of the Streets, 
moſt inſolently to hoot at them, to point 
them out as a Conventicle of Dupes and 


Bigots, to mock at them as Perſons either 


led by the Noſe by crafty Impoſfors, or Un- 
poftors themſelves; either the Tools and Pro- 
perties of Crafty Prieſts, or Partakers in 
their Deluſions. I leave to your own 
Breaſt, (as a Gentleman and Magiſtrate ) 
whether this Picture becomes you, or whe- 
ther it be for your Honour to fit quietly to 
ſuch ſcurrilous Painters? 

Your Interef; L think it cannot poſſibly 


be, either as a Legi/lator, or a SubjefF of 


England! Unleſs it be for the publick 
Good, that every one do what 1s right in 
his own Eyes; that Men be let looſe from 
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a * the ſtrongeſt Reſtraints, the Reſtraints of 
2 Conſcience; that the firmeſt Bonds of Sub- 


Feaen ab Submiſſion be annulled and 


> cancelled; that all Diſtinction of Right and 
4 Wrong be blotted out of Mens Minds 


that Vice and Immorality be publickly pro- 
tected; that the ſureſt Fences of your Au- 

4 thority, and even your Properties, be bro- 

ken down; that, in fine, you be diveſted of 


all Security as to your Eſtates, Honours, 


and even your Lives, but Halters and 
Eibbets. 

It has been ever (till now) an undiſ- 
puted Maxim, That the Worſhip of God, 
and a Fear of his Judgments, are neceſſary 
towards the Obſervation of the Ordinances of 
Man It is impoſlible to invent any other 
Check upon ſecret Villany, any other ſure 
Ground of judging uprightly betwixt con- 
: tending Parties, or way of coming at com- 

; : fetent Evidence for puniſhing the moſt enor- 

mous Crimes: And if the Governors of this 

Generation can ſupport the Conſtitution, 

adminiſter Juſtice, maintain their Juriſdi- 

ctions, their Tributes, and their Grandeur, 


without Oaths and Altars, T allow them to 
be Stateſmen of the firſt Impreſſion. 


Tis equal to a Demonſtration, that the 
late bitter Complainings i in our Streets con- 
cerning ſuch a Deluge of Vice and Immo- 
rality, Vanity and Extravagance, Venality 


and Corruption, Rapine and Extortion, 
ſuch 
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CF) . 
ſuch a dreadful and unexam pled Scene of b 
Peruries, Treacheries, Adulteries, Robbe- * 
ries and Murders, are the natural Product 
of our notorious Prophaneneſs, and want of 
Religion: And this I cannot think but you 
will grant, that a 4% Dread of God's Judg- 
meuts ic come, (at leaſt among the ul. 
gar) would be for the Good of the Common- 
wealth. | 
The next Queſtion then muſt be, How 
we ſhall reſtore this Principle? How ſhall we 
revive in Men's Hearts the Senſe of their dec 
Duty, and the Fear of divine Vengeance? Ar 
How ſhall a Legiſlature prevent thoſe rade ly 
. and outragious Libels againſt the Religion me 
of their Country? What juſt Methods can an 
be deviſed to diſcourage or ſuppreſs theſe th 
Scoffers and Blaſphemers, without invading | 


* the Liberty of the Preſs, a juſt Freedom of th 
„ Diſcourſe, and a fair Enquiry after Truths? he 
5 „ Confideration of theſe Difficulties, I ; ſo 
= - ſhall ſtill remember that TI am but a Sub- : ſo 
bi jet, and whatever I ſhall propoſe, I pray _ bl 
| 1 may be underſtood to be ſpoken with a : le 
* perfect Submiſſion to the Wiſdom of thoſe tl 
il Raulers God has placed over me. _ fl 
1 J have ever been an Advocate for Liberty t 
if of Conſcience; 1 can neyer belieye but every bo 
j Man has a Natural, and every Member of  *® 
2 Civil Society, a Reſerved Right to take =: 
ll Care of the Salvation of his immortal Sul; 
1 to labour to obtain the Favour of his Crea= |} 4 


5 (11) | 

9 tor by ſuch Methods of Worſhip as he fhall 
think in his Heart moſt reaſonable and 
moſt acceptable to the divine Being. 

But will ſuch a Right (in its utmoſt 


u } Latitude) juſtify a virulent and malicious 
7= Prophanation of the Religion eftabliſh'd ? Is 
- © ſuch a ſerious Enquiry for our ſelves, a Pro- 
= tection for reviling, reproaching, and ridi- 
culing the adorable Object of other Mens 
w © Worſhip? Cannot Men purſue the Dictates 
7 of their own Conſcience, without openly 
ir _ declaring the Goſpel a Cheat, and its 
2 Author an Impoſtor; without ſtudiouſ- 
le ly fatyrizing and flandering that Govern- 
n ment, which has thought fit to receive 


n and eſtabliſh it by «niver/al Conſent in this 
e their Country? „„ 
g It may be haſtily replied, Let the Men 
f that live by it, labour to defend it: But 
? _ How ſhall they defend it among thoſe Per- 
1 ſeons who neither hear their Diſcourſes, nor 
= _ 1o much as ſee their Writings? If the eſta- 
y _ bliſhd Clergy come ſhort of their Duty, 
a let them ſuffer the evil Conſequence of 
ſe their Negligence; it is for you who are 
their Governors, to conſider of their Cha- 
y * fiiſements: But let me firſt appeal to your 
y | own Rnowledge and Remembrance; How 
JI 
e 


Q'': 


many full Anſwers have been conſtantly 
publiſhed to every Attack that has been 


openly made againſt the common Faith? 
- F And can you ſay in your Heart, that thoſe 
r 3 2 Anſwers 
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Anſwer. Saxe not as conſtantly condemned by M 
the greateſt Numbers, without eyer being 
readꝰ 9 
I need not uſe Words to convince you, 
that the Bias is always againſt Churchmen ! 
You know that young Men are eaſily pre- 
yailed on to dilreliſh thoſe Principles that 
reſtrain them from their Pleaſures; that 
they are glad to be rid of thoſe Fears and 
Terrors that haye given them Trouble and 
Interruption i in their / ices; that they take 
a certain Pride in ſeeming to be Wiſe, and 
to have diſcovered the Craft and Folly of 


their Elders; and that theſe are the true 


Reaſons that every plauſible Book or 
Pamphlet againſt ſo ſtrict a Religion is ſa 


eagerly received, that every Coffee-houſe 


Declaimer for Mens natural Liberties, Di- 


verſions or Enormities, is embraced with 
ſuch Applauſe. I addreſs not to them; 


nor is the Deſign of this Paper to anſwer 
them in their Folly : But as you are my 
Repreſentative in the great Aſſembly, as 
you haye the common Melfare committed _ 
to your Truſt, as you are to anſwer to Gad 
for your Country, and for the Laws by 
which it is governed: I appeal (I fay, to 
your own Conſcience,) how few of thoſe who 


blaſpheme your Religion, underſtand what 


they ſay; how ſmall a Number of thoſe 
who deny the Truth, haye ever conſidered 
its juſt Arguments or Evidences; whether 

| the 
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the Multitude who pretend to reject the 


Religion of their Country, have any Reli- 


gion at all? 


It is not perhaps for a Fellow-Subject to 
judge them, but the Legiſlature may: 
You have an undoubted Right (by proper 
Acts) to correct and puniſh all Sorts of 


Crimes; at leaſt, as far as they concern the 


2 Pablick Peace and Happineſs. Thoſe whole 
# Supremacy is over all Cayſes aud Perſons, have 


an indiſputable Power to enact proper Penal- 
ties on malicious Oppoſers and Revilers of 


their Ordinances (Spiritual as well as Tem- 
poral) as Authors of Sedition. 


If it be demanded, How you can find a 


1 Legal Proof that ſuch Declarations againſt 
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Religion are Malicious? I anſwer, You may 


prove it by the ſame Methods as you do 
Wilful Murder. It is not letting out the 
Blood of a Man, or ſtopping his Breath, 
that in all Caſes conſtitutes a Murderer - 
But, if a Jury ſhall find ſuch an Action 
committed without a juſt Pretence, and with 
a Malicious Deſign, the Penalty is incurr'd. 
The ſame is the Mark of an Ordinary Libel; 
and if it be found by a Lawful Inqueſt, that 
a Libel againſt Chriſt has no better Founda- 
tion, I know not why we ſhould heſitate in 
giving it the ſame Cenſure, and a proportio- 
nable Puniſhmeut. The leaſt any Govern- 
ment may reaſonably expect, is, that every 
Perſon, who ſets himſelf to deſtroy their 

| Conſtitu- 


674) 


Conſtitutions, ſhou'd propoſe ſome other in 


the Place of them. Let them be bound to 
aig ſome other Scheme (at leaſt as pro- 
er) for the Encouragement of Virtue, and 
the Well-being of the Government ; or let 
their Governors treat them as Perſons guilty 
of Wilful Prophaneneſs. Every Rational 
Perſon that has any Religion muſt have a 
Reaſon for it, and may fairly ſet it ſorth; 
He that has no Religion can have no Pre- 
tence to a Joleration; at leaſt he cannot plead 
his Conſcience for propagating his No-Fazth. 
Were a Society in the Poſſeſſion and Enjoy- 
ment of an Error, and that Error uſeful to 
them, it would not be fair to raviſh it from 
them, unleſs it were in order to ſupply them 
with Truth: I conclude therefore, that every 
Invective againſt the Religion of our Country 
may be termed a Libel; unleſs it ſet forth 
what is, as well as what is not, the Author's 
Creed; unleſs it diſcovers ſome other Goſpel, 
ſome other Scheme of Vorſbip, to preſerve 
among Men (at leaſt) the Notion of a God, 
and a Judgment to come. Are not all thoſe, 
who refule their Fellow-Citizens this Juſtice, 
5 e, to their inen, and Enemies to their 
Country 
Hitherto, Sir, J have been humbly ſug- 
geſting: But What remains, I think I may 
propoſe with a little more Aſſurance. Whe- 
ther Malicious Libellers of our Religion ſhall 
be ſubject to any particular Paius or Penal- 
ties, 


(15) 


1 ties, (which the Laws ſeem not yet to have 
7 explicitly enough provided for them) I ſub- 
mit to his Majeſty and his Two Houſes: 


But I would willingly preſume, that Pro- 


Þ feged Infidels ſhall not longer enjoy greater 
* Frivileges and Exemptions than incere Con- 


% formiſts. It ſeems incredible, that faithful 
chriſtians (in a Chriſtian Country) ſhould 


# be ſubje& to Legal Burthens, that can be 


of no Concern or Weight to avowed Unbe- 


lievers. Sure you will never permit your 


| 7 


precious Conftitution, as well as the Perſons 
F and Properties of thoſe committed to your 


| 1 Care, to be longer expoſed to the Mercy or 


Caprice of thoſe Men, to whom every Thing 
15 lawful, and of whoſe Veracity or Fidelity 
you can have no Security: I mean, with 
reſpect, as well to taking the 7%, and Zua- 


0 en Oaths, as to giving of Evidence. 


It has often been reſolved (and is ſtill ſo 
1 determined) by the Wiſdom of our Legi- 
> ſlature, that no Perſon ſhall have any Share 
in our Government, or any Office of Profit 
2 orTruft in the Adminiſtration of it, who is 


not of the Eftabliſhd Religion. ( Their 
2 Grounds and "ty for ſuch Determina- 
tion, I am not to diſpute, nor need I to 


? = juſtify, but ſo it is.) This Reſolution has 
L the Teſt-Act; by which every 
Perſon to be admitted to any Office, Mili- 


{ | tary or Civil, is obliged to give at the 


| Quarter-Sefſions ſuch Teſtimonials of his Con- 
fer mity, 
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(26) q 
formity, as cannot (at leaſt, as was then 
thought) be reaſonably ſuſpodted. L 

Now againſt whom, or for whom was 
this Law preferr'd? Was it to keep ont 
Chriſtians, and to let in Infidels? Was it to 
put a Bar againſt Papiſis and Presbyteriarts 
for ſome few Scruples they had againſt the 
Snpremacy, and Government of our Church; 
and at the ſame time to lay all wide open 
to be ſeized and trampled on by Men who 
profeſs a Contempt and Enmity againſt every 
Church in the World. Was the Act made 
moſt curiouſly to protect our Religion from 
thoſe who cavil and object to the outward 
Form, and yet ſottiſhly to betray it to Per- 
ſons who renounce it in Sabſſance and in 


Groſs ? 


Tis very certain, that the Teſt was made 
for Men of Principles: Nor vas it at that 
Time ſo much as imagined, that Perſons 
conforming in the moſt ſolemn Ordinances 
with the Church of England, could be Alien: 


from it in their Hearts. But had it been 


foreſeen, that Men of No Principle would 
have taken this Advantage; that Profeſſed 
Unbelie vers wou'd have had the Face to 
make the moſt ſolemn Declarations of their 
Faith; that conceited Scepticks would be 
ſeen on their Knees at that Altar, whoſe 
Deity they pretend to ſcorn ! In ſhort, could 
our Senators have ever imagined, that Chriſt's 

ayowed Enemies would haye intruded them- 


{elyes 
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| | ſelves among his deyouteſt Servants, in order 

en to get into Poſſeſſion of thoſe Offices, that 
| L are deny d to Chriſtians; it is not to be 

723 doubted, but they would have ſeaſonably 

08 | provided againſt ſuch — 9 and 
Uſurpation. 

3 * But here is a new Generation ſtarted up: 

_ Y Not one or two in half a Century, but in 

great Multitudes together. Not privately, 


"To 


en with Heſitation, and in dark Hints, reflect- 
ho ing on the Goſpel, but openly in Print, in 
Y Fin; loud, and florid Declamations pro- 
de : © claiming it an Impoſiure. Thele are the Men 
m into whoſe Hands we are committed: Theſe 


re 3 are the Guardians (if they pleaſe to con- 
form, and what can hinder them from con- 
7 forming?) of our Fires, and our Altars! 

Well may all Chriſtians lament their Fate, 
de 4 if this Licenſe be continued? 


by Ihe Heir to our Crown (tho' an Heredi- 
250 > tary Monarchy ) is uncapable of ſucceeding, . 
Aurnleſs he give the moſt ſolemn Proofs of his 


being a Chriſtian, and of the Church of 
England. For whom is this Precaution taken, 
d but for the Subject? Shall the Subject then 
d be ſecured againſt a King of a different Re- 
ligion, and be made a | ba to his Fellow- 
11 Subjects of No Religion? Shall a Prince be 
diſqualify'd for being a Papiſt, and ſhall 
Z thoſe who rule under him have the Privi- 
d lege with Indemnity to declare themſelves 
* 3 Atheiſts? 
a 5 0 It 
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It is hard to be ſuppoſed, that aCrown'd 
Head will be ſo diſhonourable, as to exerciſe 
a Religion he does not believe: At leaſt he 
will ſcorn publickly to vilify what he pub- 
lickly practiſes, and declare himſelf an Hy- 


pocrite. Bleſſed be God! the Behaviour of 


his preſent Majeſty (as well as his Royal 
Conſort) at our Ordinances prove them to 


be ſincere ! But how do we know into what 
Hands they are committed, as well as to the 
Safety of their Perſons, as the Execution of 


their Laws? I ſee no Security, that thoſe 
who manage and govern under them ſhould 


reſemble them in their Principles. As they 
who deſpiſe all Religion, may eaſily per- 
ſuade themſelves to make a ſingle Shew of 
any: What Caution have we, (if bare out- 


wardly conforming will qualify any Body ) 


but his Majeſty's chief Servants, the Mini- 


ſters of his State, and the Guards of his very 


Life, may be (I ſay may be, God forbid I 


ſhould ſay they are) Notorious Scoffers, 
Atheiſts, and Infidels? (I here ſtop once 


for all, to beg Pardon for ſo often uſing theſe 


Terms Atheiſt and Infidel. They are, tis 


true, very hard Words, and with ſome Per- 


ſons carry an odious Idea in them; I pro- 


feſs therefore I delight not in them, nor 
would I make uſe of them, did I know wat 
Names or Appellations to put in their Steddd. 


Thoſe who renounce and deny the Goſpel, 
are 


( 19 ). 

are ſurely No Chriſtians ' Wherefore till 
themſelves ſhall pleaſe to inform us what 
they are, I haye no other Way to deſcribe 
them, or ſpeak of them, but by ſuch Nega- 
tive Terms.) 

It may be reply'd, and it is very true, 
that no 7% whatloeyer can be ſo contrived 
as to keep out Hypocrites. If there muſt 
then be Hypocrites in Office ; Let their 
Hypocriſy turn, (not to the Ruin, but) 
to the Benefit of their Country: Let them 
be obliged (under Forfeiture of their be- 
loved - to be Hypocrites compleat, 
as well in the Drawing-Room, Coffee-Houſe, 
and Tavern, as at the Communion-T; able. 
Since the Language and Example of great 


Z Folks is of much Weight with the People: 


Let them be bound to hold their Offices by 
the ſame Pretences as they get them : Let 
them fland to that Religion for the Sake 


of the Commonwealth, which they avowed 


for their own Sakes. But, if it is indulged 
to ſuch Prophane Wretches, to qualify them- 
ſelves for a Share in the Government by re- 
ceiving the Sacrament of Chriſt's Body and 
Blood, and ever after to make a Jeſt of it ; 
if ſuch impious Conformity be practiſed 
with Impunity; if ſuch execrable Occaſio- 
nal Conformity as this be follow'd with Re- 
wards : — Pardon me, if I lament his Sacred 
Majeſty, who is likely to be ſo baſely 19 
07-2 an 


T7320}. | 
and repreſented; if I pity that People, who 
are under the Domination of ſuch Maſters 


and Magiſtrates, and that unhappy Clergy 
who are forced to take the Childrens Meat, 


and {fo diſtribute it. 


No leſs Inequality may be alſo complain= 


ed of with reſpect to Oaths: Oaths are Sa- 


cred Things: There is no civilized Nation, 
but have acknowledged the Uſe and Neceſ- 
ſity of them, as well as the Reverence due 
unto them. What Eſteem and Veneration 
1s paid them by the Laws of our own Na- 
tion, I need not ſay toa Gentleman of your 
Character. I think it was but the laſt Sel- 


ſion, that you took into your Conſiderations 
the horrid Perjuries that have of late cry'd 


ſo loud againſt us, and were pleaſed with 


great Wiſdom, as well as Juſtice, to add a 


conſiderable Weight to the Puniſhments in- 
flicted on them. In divers former Parlia- 
ments alſo, new National Oaths have been 


moſt carefully and judiciouſly deviſed, to 
prevent all Difſembling and Equivocation 


in them, and to ſtrengthen the Security, 
which ( by the unanimous Suffrage of all 

reaſonable Beings) is expected from them. 
Theſe Oaths are required (as our Laws now 


ſtand ) of all Officers, Eccleſiaſtical and Ci- 1 


vil, as an Obligation ( the ſtrongeſt can be 


had ) to a faithful Diſcharge of the ſeveral 
Truſts repoſed i in them, and as a Preſervative 


of 
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a 5 the publick Peace, as well as Submiſſion 
and Fidelity to the Government. 


As all this demonſtrates the high Opini- 


1 on our Legiſlature retains of this ſort of 
Security, ſo the Form and Ceremony with 
Z which the Oaths are adminiſtred, is 
an Inftance of your Prudence. Yon have 
2 wiſely ordained, that we ſhould be ſolemnly 


{ſworn on the very Book of our Redempti- 


| on: For as the Salvation of our Souls is 
4 2 0 look'd on as our greateſt Intereſt, and 


as that Salvation is neceſſarily expected by 
all Chriſtians, from the Favour and Inter- 


I ceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt ; there cannot be a 
more tremendous Oath adminiftred to Chri- 
ſtians, than by his Ge. As an Oath on 
the Goſpel is an Appeal to the Truth of it, 
for what we promiſe or depoſe; as it is a 
7 pawning or waging our Intereſt in God's 
Word for the Sincerity of our Relations or 
2 Intentions; it is impoſſible to find, I fay, 
(among uch as believe that Goſpel ) a 


more inviolable Bond. 

But let me appeal to right Reaſon, and 
to your own Conſcience; how can you de- 
pend on an Oath on this Goſpel, made by 
thoſe Perſons who declare it an Impoſture ; 
or why ſuch are permitted the Privilege of 
taking it? What difference can there be, 
whether ſuch Men be ſworn on the Bible, 
or on a Ballad? What Juſtice can there be 

in 
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Laws 1 
Strength or Validity are the Oaths of 4b- * 
juration, Allegiance or Supremacy, with thoſe Þ 
_ Perſons, who take them on a Book they de- 
light to blaſpheme? Yea, as to private Evi- 
dence, how unequal is the ground on which 

a Chriſtian ſtands in our Courts of Juſtice: * 
As oft as we are required to ſwear on thjge 
Goſpel, we who believe it, think our ſelves 3 
obliged under the Terrors of eternal Dam- 


Ree Ne CENT 
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( 22.) 


in admitting ſuch a Teſtimony as a Securi- 3 


ty to the Government, or as an Evidence 
to diſpoſe of honeſt Mens Reputations, 


their Properties, or their Lives? Hey flen⸗ 1 
der a Security is this to his Majeſty, "Mts 3 


Title, his Perſon, or the Execution of his 


Judge, I pray you, of what 


nation, to ſpeak the Truth : But what In- 


fluence can this have on the Conſcience of 


an Infidel ; one, who if he can but be un- 


diſtoverable by Men, has no Regard for 4 


God? It is a lawful Objection againſt any 


Witneſs before his Majeſty's Judges, hat 
he is not ſworn : Can then an Evidence be 


ſaid to be ſworn, that thinks himſelf to be 


only ſworn on a meer Piece of Skin and |} 


Paper ? 


ſuch Gentlemen, 
their Honour to depend upon. Why then 
has not every Subject the ſame Privilege of 
depoling on his Honour & Is the Honour 


Perhaps it may be pleaded in Behalf of 
that we have howeyer I 


of | 
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which cannot operate in the Dark) 
ſiſts at moſt in an Opinion of our ſelves, in 


( 23) 


of a Chriſtian leſs than of a Deiſt or Pa- 


gan; or is it fair and equal, that they 


Z ſhould have a greater Security from us, 


than we can have from them? 
But after all? What is this ſpecious 


Word Honour, when deſtitute of Religion? 


What ſure Foundation is Integrity and 
Veracity built upon, but a Reverence to 
God, and Regard to his Will? Naked Ho- 
nour (ftripp'd of Reſpe& to Reputation, 


con- 


a Scorn and Contempt of any Action 


which we fancy unbecoming the Dignity 
of our Perſons, or of human Nature. Up- 
on this Ground only, 


ſtands the Honour of 


F the Enghſh Nobility ; and there would be 
no ſafer relying on the Word of a Peer, 


2 than on that of a Plow-man, were it not 
for this Self-conſcionſneſs of his own Worth 


and Dignity: This tacit Reflection he is al- 
ways ſuppoſed to carry with him, that 
thoſe mean Practices the Vulgar are apt to 


7 indulge themſelyes in, would be a Blemiſh 
to his Grandeur. 


It is in ſhort, exactly the 
flame with Honour, as it is with Religion: 


He that poſſeſſes nothing of the one, or 


the other, cannot be ſaid to pawn them, 
or give any Security upon them; and from 
hence it muſt follow, that there is a more 


probable Dependance on the bare Honour 


of 


of a Cobler, (for he may have ſuch Prin- | 3 4 
ciples, as to ſcorn a baſe Action) than 
on the Oath of one that has 20 Rel. 1 ; 
gion, who is an Hypocrite profeſs d, a 1 | 
Proteus, whoſe Conſcience is ſubje&t to 1 3 
no Ties. 9 
But if Honour conſiſts in this 18 1 
rence of our ſelves; Which is the moſt like- 
ly to retain this Principle, the Deiſt or 
the Chriſtian? Which is to be expected 
to eſteem himſelf ahoye all mean and for- 
did Conſiderations; he who looks on him- 
ſelf but as little better than the Brutes, 
born into the World by Accident, unwor- 
thy of a Redeemer, and deſtitute of the 
Guidance of God's Word and Spirit; or 
that Perſon who reckons himſelf under 
the Government of Heaven, created in 
God's Image, ranſomed by his Son, a Mem- 
ber of Chrift, and an Inheritor of Glory? 
The Principles of a Chriſtian neceſſarily 
lead him to a Reverence of his own Mind, 
to a Scorn and Abhorrence of Infincerity, I 
Treachery and Falſhood: But what Ho- 
nour or Veracity we may hope for in I- 
deli, tis impoſſible we ſhould gueſs, till 
they think fit to give us an explicit Scheme | 
of their wiſe Notions; till they tell us 
what they think of themſelyes, as well as 
of him that made them. : 


Here- 


(>5) 
Herein my Chriſtian Charity would 
X oblige me to allow them the utmoſt reaſon- 
XZ ble Latitude. When they ſhall agree in a 
7 Body to publifh to the World a fair Sum- 
A of the Articles of their Creed: When 
they ſhall humbly addrefs (as the ſerupu- 
lous People, called Quakers, have done) 
to the Legiſlature for a new Form of Atte- 
ſtation equally binding with an Oath on 
the New Teftathent, I ſhall be heartily 
glad to hear their ſaid Petitions and Pro- 
Z poſals debated with the utmoſt Indulgence 
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and Impartiality. 
3 'Till this be done, I muſt again repeat 
# my humble Remonſtrance 5 that the Cir- 
cumſtances of a Chriſtian Subject in this 
Nation is hard and anequal. Will our Go- 
vernors give Credit to thoſe Deponents who 
& ſwear on a Book they declare to be a Ficti- 
on? Can ſuch Witneſfes themſelves have 
the Face to expect we ſhould truſt to their 
Honour, in that very Act that is the moſt 
diſhonourable in the World? Every Oath 
that ſuch Men take is a piece of the groſ- 
ſeſt Diffemulation and Falſhood. For they 
baſely deny (for worldly Conſiderations) 
us their own avowed and darling Principles; 
as By the very Act of Swearing, they make a 
JF Recognition of the Divinity of thoſe Re- 


cords, which at all other times they ex- 
re- plode as Counterfeit : They K/s (like Ju- 
= D as ) 
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das) that very Bock which they betray and 
condemn. He that ſwears on the Goſpel, 


affirms it for Truth; he endeayours to give 


Credit to the Words he utters, by compa- 
ring them with it: If he therefore denies 
or disbelieves this Goſpel, and yet ſwears 
by it, he gives himſelf the Lie, he is ſelt- 
condemned of Perjury and Falſe-witnels. 
Can Subjects be eaſy, whilſt left to 
the Mercy of ſuch Impoſtors? Can Gover- 
nors bear with ſuch Impiety and Inju- 
ſtice? TSS | 

To all this it may be replied, That how- 
ever, the Concluſion of the Oath (as here 
legally adminiſtred) is general, (/ help 
me God: ) And therefore thoſe Perſons who 
believe not the Goſpel, are yet bound by 
their Reverence to the great God who is ſo in- 


voked. 
Io this I anſwer: 


In the firſt Place, here is one part of 
the Queſtion either begged, or run away 


with, viz. that none of theſe Antichriſti- 


ans are Atheiſis, Atheiſts, in the largeſt 
Senſe of the Word, I hope they are not, 


('tis almoſt impoſſible for a thinking Being 
to be ſo;) but how does it appear that 


they are not Fatalifls, Epicureans, or of 
any other Se&, that to all moral Intents 
and Purpoſes is the ſame with Atheiſm? If 
: e 


1 

we take away the Providence and Superin- 
tendance of God over human Affairs, it 
will have the ſame Effect on our Oazhs, as 
well as our Lives, as to take away his Be- 
ing. And though ſome of the Leaders 
among our Scepticks (upon being preſs'd_ 
home) ſhould aſſert their Faith in divine 
Providence, and the Immortality of the 
Soul ; yet I appeal to the World, whether 
their forward Pupils are ſo much as inſtru- 
Qed in theſe deiſtical Articles. Let me 
ask themſelves, whether they are always 
careful to give juſt Cautions to young Men, 
Servants, and Attendants, not to carry the 
Doctrines of Infidelity too far; or whether 
the hzedleſs and vicious (once ſet looſe from 
FP a Belief in Chriſt, a Reverence to God's 
Commandments, and a Fear of Hell-fire ) 
do ever afterwards regard any inviſible Ven- 
geance, or make any ſtop beneath down- 
right (at leaſt practical) Atheiſm. 

” Bur granting theſe, our modiſh Gentle- 
men, to be all agreed, and that they are 
all formal Deiſts; is it therefore proper to 
adminiſter an Oath to them on the Goſpel] 
of Chriſt, or can ſuch an Oath bind them ? 
L appeal to the common Conſent of Man- 
| kind, and the Practice of Nations. Far 
enough from an Atheift, is a Jew among 
Chriſtians, and a Chriſtian among Turks - 
Do they therefore in any Chriſtian Coun- 
: _ D 2 1 8 try 
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try offer to ſwear a Few on the New Te- 
ſtament, or do they put the Alcof an to a 
Chriſtian at Confaniimople 4 

As an Oath is an Ad of Religion, and as 


it is required by all Governments, as a Se- 


curity for Mens Sincerity in what they de- 
poſe or promiſe; ſo common Senſe teaches 
us, and unanimous Practice has ever con- 
firmed, that all Oaths ought to be con- 
trived to lay hold on thoſe Principles Men 


have in the greateſt Veneration and Eſteem. 


Now the Chriſtian Religion has been here 
univerſally receiv'd and eſtabliſh'd, and 
therefore our legal Oath is given on this 
Religion, and on the Book that reveals it. 
Wholdever therefore voluntarily takes this 
Oath (and it cannot be taken otherwile ) 
voluntarily makes Profeſſion of the Goſpel, 


and by the moſt ſolemm AF he is capable of, 


avers it for Truth. When he Kies the 
{acred Book, under the ſerious and tre- 
mendous Adjuration , (/o help you God) 


in the Preſence of God, and in the Name 


of God, he acknowledges the Book he ſo 


v. orſhips, to be God's own Mord. And if 


in this part of the Oath he be iſincere and 
perjur'd, how can he be worthy of Credit 
in the other ? 

It has never been deny'd by any Mo- 
raliſt, that Oaths are always to be taken 
in the Senſe of the Authority that impoſes 
them: The ayowed Senſe and Deſign of 
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. ( 39 \ 
"e- our | Lawful Im poſers is to ſeeure them- 
> a | ſelves from 2 and Impoſition, by 
ſwearing us on a Writing they take us to 
as © believe. If then in pretend Submiſſion 
Se- to this juſt wh rang we take this Book in 
| our Hands lace it to our Lips, (hearing 
the Name of God invoked for the Bincerity 
| of what we do) when at the ſame Time 
| we do not believe it: Let an honeſt Hea-» 
then declare, whether this very Act is not 
of it ſelf the moſt abominable Afront to 
the great Creator, and even formal Perjury. 
I need not add the ſcandalous Cline 
of ſuch an Action with reſpe@ to Men: 
moſt bale Degree of Diſimulation and 117. 
pocriſy; a cowardly Profeſſion of what we 
think to be a Lye; a ſneaking Intruſion into 
Offices and Privileges, we know our ſelves 
(by the Deſigns of the Government) un- 
qualified for; a Scoundrel Proſtitution of 
cour Word, our Honour, and Reputation, for 
& alittle ſordid Lucre. If there be an Infi- 
del, that has a Grain of Honour, or Spark 


of Modeſty; he will ſcorn for ſuch worldly, 
wretched Motives, to pay publick Veneration 
to an Impoſture, and in the Name of the 
great God to recognize a Lye + So far will he 
be from deſiring | to creep into an Office by 


o= ſo vile a Submiſſion and Proſtitution of his 
en | Conſcience, that he will rather join with me 
ts (to petition his Rear to excuſe him 
of from it. 
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To conclude, Sir, By the Laws of all 
Nations, a Falſe Witneſs is not to go unpu- 
niſhed, or to be admitted a ſecond Time. 
By the Civil Law, (which is the Determi- 

nations of the Greateſt and Wiſeſt People ) 
- an Enquiry is allow'd, Whether the Wit- 
neſs be Fide Dignus, I wiſh then I could 
be judged by the Old Romans, Whether 
that Witneſs be Fide Dignus, (yea, whether 
he be worthy to be heard, or pardoned ) 
who in the very Ad is prophane and im- 
- pious, a Diſſembler and Impoſior. To you 
I ſhall give no farther Trouble, than once 
more repeating my Requeſt, That you will 
pleaſe to take into Conſideration the In/ecu- 
rity of our moſt Gracious King, and his 
Royal Family; the unequal Condition of 
his Chriſtian Subjects; and the precarious 
Eſtate of his Laws and Conſtitutions : That 
therefore you will contrive, in your great 
Wiſdom, ſome ſpeedy Ways and Means, 
that all thoſe who ſhall by Mriting, or Deli- 
| berate Speaking, deny the Truth of the Goſpel, 
may, on Conviction, be incapacitated for its 
Holy Sacrament, and deprived of the Privi- 
lege of Swearing by it. | 
No honeſt Man can complain of being 
hindred from an Action, which none but a 
Knaye will commit. N 
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